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“NEVER MIND YOU, DID YOU SEE WHAT HAPPENED TO
ME? MY KNEE'S SHOT!” reliow Whistlerite Cara Dalen and | had just
fought our way out of the challenging initial section of one of the most feared
and sought-after chutes in Las Lefias, the notorious Frankie's. Access is via tho
infamous high-alpine Marte cheirift (aptly named after Mars, the God of War)
which serves as the key 1o the white room. Las Lefias claims that when the white
room is open, the resort possesses the most lift-accessed terrain in tha world,
not to mention some of the steepest.

While there is some avalanche control in Las Lefias, slough and avelanche
slides ara the downside to being allowed 1o ski 30- to S0-degree powder chutes
that would certainly be closed in North Amarica. Watching Covershot and Stave,
twa of cur shovelling partners, enter Frankie's first and glide effortiessly through
the silent ocean of fresh powder, Cara and | were relieved at what appeared to
be fairly stable conditions.

Leaving lots of space between each skier, we entered the 50-degree slope
one at a time. Unable to avoid my own slough, however, | was taken for a ride.
Flanked by rocks on both sides, there appeared to be no obvious esca pé routes.
All, | could do was lean back and ride it for all | was worth, Ultimately grateful for
itz diminutive nature, | luckily was able to eventually swerve out a long-awaited
side exit. The slough flowed past me to the base of the hill and | enjoyed a private
sigh of reliel.

My experience was nothing compared to Cara’s behind me. After her third turn,
a mych farger riptide forced her to take it on the knee instead of the chin. She
fought to maintain her footing while being held prisoner in o Las Lefas wava of
white water that left her riding the break while bouncing off various rocks. This
would have earned her bonus points if this were pinball, but since it was skiing,
sha arrived at my resting point aching all over,

"I think I'm going ta go down,” she said. | reminded her of the three-hour snow-
removal mission wa had been mvolved in an hour earlier ender the direction of
patroliers Patty and Roberto. The two of us had been part of 2 posse of 30 skiers
and riders from Evrope, Argenting, the U.S. and Canada who, after four frustrating
days of waiting, had gone up on snowcats with shovels in hand to help excavate a
buried section of the Marte chair. Yes, the chair actually get buried after a major
dump in Las Lefias. And theres was more than 1,250 cm of dumpage last season.

But the reward lor our manual labour was pre-negotiated {ahways pre-negotiate
in South Americal] lift-line priarity for the day, with an identifiable tag given to
us by the patrollers. Although shaken up a bit after our first run, | didn't want to
give up my valuable VIP card to this hardcore powder bar atter putting up with
sometimes hour-long line-ups for the two weeks leading up to this day. | knew
the powder we had experienced was just a taste of what lay ahead in some of the
less-risky chutes. Since most of the skiers had gone down due to limited visihility,
| assured Cara it would be worth it for her personal gratification—and | nesded a
partner on my powder journey to assure my personal safety.

“Okay, lat's go,” she said with a confident smile. We advanced past the hundred
people waiting in line as we flashed our much-envied VIP cards that allowed us
access o our second attempt on our powder quest up Marte. Unforunately,
Roberto had the patroller’s task of standing in between the uploading and
downloading chair tratfic 1o assure no mishaps, so there would be no skiing for
him that afternoon, While most poople would think someone in this situation
would appear as happy as & bastard on Father's Day, the friendliness and positive
attitude of Argentineans was exemplified by Roberto. He managed to keep a smile
on his face the whole time, accompanied by a few Lucky Strike cigarettes, while
watching skier traffic and giving a thumb’s-up to all of the shovelling crew passing
him on the chair.

| suggestad the Les Vegas area since | knew it well, and promised Cara, and
mare impartantly myself, that it would be safe. The memory of an American girl
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being taken by helicopter to a Buenos Aires :

hospital after a8 mighap here the week bafore :_ Y ' THE SH""G IN SUUTH HMEHIBA Is

flashed in our heads. “0h yeah, it will be fing,” 3 " TR b :"DEED WORLD-CLASS. };5:“““ in South

I said tontatively, and gulped a5 | i v mernica and, more importantly, in s Mountain range

gamble in Las 1.?;1_;‘-“; :Pulj-in:sp:ji.i?c ks where Las Leiias and Pertillo, ﬂll[ﬂltthﬂ' two most international
resorts—are logated, usually runs from June 14 to October 4, The

snow here is.dry and it almost peler rains, and both resorts boast

80 per cent sunny days durlug 1!1! m}m While the advanced

terrain gul: most u\f the pross any

As it turned out, we enjoyed some of the best
two hours of chairift skiing | have ever had
Untracked powder was our reward for traversing
to the differant chutes and picking our way over
to the various entrances in the Las Vegas area
We never saw more than one persan on the same
run; mosthy it was just the two of us. Since these
out-of-bounds areas usually clese at 4:00 pm., we
used the locals’ entrance to squeare in two extra
runz and finally called it a day with an ice-cald
Ouilmes at the base as the sun set at 5:30,
signalling the ond of o great day,

intoxicated to North American Inunls, 50 use mdum?i';m and keep
the tweakage to a minimum if you want a chance to score.
T You're the type of person who complaing about hiz Starbucks
Irappuccino not being frappy enough or your toilet paper
having the little triangle on it when :hu{kmg into'a %
South Amerigawis not for you Uyou're amadsfiiirer and oy ;
_exferiencing different cultures and Iannuagammam

about skiing, then South America is for you,
To have realistic expectations of a South American ski

But it was just one daily chapter in our hook of
time spent in Las Lefas—a book that’s filled with
stories of heroes, power shortages, super
panchos, nightlife, vodka con speed, hangovers
and, of course, Marta

' | gl Ve Ty 3 : s k1 excursion and nol come home disappointed, plan on indulging
[\ I; f\\\ l e in some of the cultural opporunities available, Las Lefias and
4 -—I—-. Pj -) ‘ AT Portillo are treele: s, and when it storms during the day,
L I - ! 1 it the advanced shier is hanth by an alpine thakdossn't open,

: _) { | Spond at least 10 days in South ,g?.n upd combine a ski weelk
] O R I L L Q o \ ; at one of the resorts with a stay it Santiago, Buenos Aires or
= [ 3 Mendoza, Learning how to tango, taking a wine tour, going to
thermal bathe and soccer mmuliu:, or s:mpllng Mial foods
are just some of the memorabli aptiggs. - ',
If you \rmt South America with a pﬂll.rran'd -barck attitude, .
lﬁ Iihh‘ to get mare out of your lxp,urinn:u My visit was
ﬂmn with poweder and, even mare memorible, I3lgHter—
llIl'I'III.II'IH cynical, but more oftén i of n}_ﬁg mfﬂumnm vf:u
uw be bored in South Arwérigs ﬁu&ﬁ-’ﬁﬂnn thé lhilngs hat
time in Portillo, enjoying fresh lines every day soom, “"“1 ar d'“"“" l;"“Jwt“""“‘m SEN e '“!“Fm’

simply by traversing off the Roca Jack Poma lift 15,0 H I:"L"F l? St ¢ e “PE: !

The major resarts of South America, especially T i,
Las Lefias and Portillo, are well-run and -
organized, Portillo 15 a much smaller resart

Last August, wa watched it storm 400 ¢m
of anow in six days before it all blow away to the
neartry town of Malargue. | decided to make the
eight-hour trek from Las Lefias 1o Portillo Ski
Resort in Chile along with a few other forgignars
also spending the season in Las Lefias. So | hired
a van with a drver for the nde. We had a great

with only 450 guests per weak, giving that

cozy feeling of everyone knowing everyone

Tha pool supervisor remembered my nama from
the year before, aven though | had been there

only ong week|
While Portillo has the reputation of being &
smakler rasort, it does indeed possess stepp

ARGENTINA

chutes and couloirs accessible simply by E

traversing, and has truly great steep-and-deep Las Lenas Bariloche Chapelco f:"'

runs if one i willing to hike a bit. i you're out by \ lena T WA bariloche.com I.F."N;.-'..l_']'l-ﬂﬁ!',"lcu com =

B:30 a.m., you're guaranteed fresh tracks since 300 km from Mandoza 1,600 km from Buenas Aires, 1,600 km from Bu g

most poople are sl finishing their braakfasts., 1,186 km from Buanos Al 16 km from San Carlos 120 km from Bariloche &
The crowd at Portillo 1s a bit more mature than ' ko from Mal de Barnloche 9 km from San

Las Lefias, and there's definitely more English Flights: | i Flights Buenos Aires Fl-qln-suﬂura.x
spokan by the staff and guests. Portillo is also | E San Carlos, 2 hrg San Martin, 2 hrs
one of the most picturesque ski resors in the artical dr 1,23 Vertical drop: 1.021 m Vertica '-':.|| 130 m

warld, and has a breathtaking view from the lop elevation: 3,431 T|,|| slevation: 2050 m T-.-|.- slevation: 1,980 m
outdoor heated paol of Inca Lake which T 1 ! | L h 3'1 1 tram, Lafes: 3—1 c||1:1m'|_
saparates the two main faces of Portillo . lCH 11 chairs, 20 surfaco 5 chairs, 3 surface

OUTDODOR GUIDE 2003

46 OUTDOOR GUIDE 2003



FREOFIKSSON

Valle Nevado Termas de Chillan

www vallangvado.com e maschillan.cl
150 km fro B0 km east from Santisge 300 km south from Santiago,
225 km fra ndoe: B0 km from Chillan
i Ground transfer Flights: Santiago-Temueo,

from Santiago airport 45 min,

Vertical drop: 762 m Vertical drop; 820 m

J Top elavation: 3,659 m Top elavation: E"5m m
Bsurface Lifts:9 Lifts: —3 chairs, 6 surflace
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ctobar and it really du the Andes, as it
d in 2002 with Portillo ra wving 1,158 cm and
Las Lefas with more than 1,252 cm. Bring al
your own avalanche ¢ Quipmant i Yoo want 1o go
I-iounds. Argantina is now very affordable,
y If you rent an apartmant, Due to the
meraasa m popalanty of South American sk
vacations, book accommodations before armving

Whille there % a total of 15 ski resors in Chile

and 11 ski resorts in Argenting, we've listed only
g 5ix majar ones hegng

B Argentina and Chile general skiing info
www.antdeswebh.com

wadian-guided t

a-1754 (alzo
n.com, B00/938-9655)
1 Budget
Advonturos hosa 7 ni tment-hotel

dccommaodation pad






