" RAILS ABOUND IN NEWFOUNDLAND
= | JF CUSSON'S ARGENTINA COMEBACK ,
d JEREMY NOBIS EXCLUSIVE: WHAT REALLY WAPPENED




Aniai o Cugriler had amazing style. Here

e
the Frénch Eumiber g electrician IBO§
OYEr & pibe ol rocks, Oin anding, he miksed a

verond pile by lpssg ERan gix inchss, Gnarky.

T

fthaugh the economy has recovered significantiy since
n - due mostly ta surging exports and carresponding
ployment to supaly thoss REparis = the stil-struggling
niry remains awash in cheap food, cheap alcohol,
0 accommndations and cheap fravel, &n American
Bill can gt you prothy much anything: & bindred can
¥ou cownfight everything Dverything.
ber & couple days, the rest of the Sunice beam amived In
doza. JF Cuszon - back from a ifree-year golf and pek-
bbatical = and Antoine Gagnier - the creative genius
fidl new grands and grabs = acrived just in time for the
v of the Year,
ouldn't dare fathom a guess as to where this dude
@ his money i a country where poverty abounds, bui
pund ourselves Invited to a young Argentine's birthday
. The occasion was celebrated with & masshe rave
tend, Duls from the future, amd prajector TVs playing
ing) mendoeys das well a5 & screening of Skimatic). But
herry an the cake: apen bar, dudel
dreds of batiles of vodka lned the bar, and the stall
rienders was cager to take your order. Hold the tip.
party lasied undil the sun began to shine Dwhich it did
oy in Mendozal, and was truly ol epic propartions.
one persan In the groun, who shall remaln namsdess,
o one &l the many drunk-traps scattered across Men-

doza. They must not have Rability Lrwsuits: randam haoles
Imading to runming water and sewer systems abound on the
sidewalis, If you srent looking down while you walk, you can
&nd up umder i street faster than you can say “AHRHI"

Badly meeding to get some real work done, we headed
off to Las Lefas. the legendary South American ski nEsort.,
It was pretty late bn the season, but rumers af fresh SN
fall enceuraged s as we made the cross-country trek
through fields of wild harses and cows. One cow we came
#cross lay dead by the road, s head mished by the Subary
parked dideways on the wrong side of the road. More
accurately, the cow mished the cae We didnt ses what
happened, but the driver's side of the car was almost
completely missing. RIP

We ralled up to our condo in Lefias with the rhythmic
teoming af the guintessential Argenting dance beat (thisk
Shakira) billowing out from a nearty, end-of-year stalf
party. We emplied the van of gur equioment and walted
far someans fo et us into our lecked room & sur qul e,
Mark, from SouthdmericaSklcom, booked far an outlet o
charge his phene to call for help, And thenc sllence. Mo
sound, Mo light. Mothéng bist a bunch of dudes standing in
the Ireering cold, leoking at each ather, wondering If Las
Lefias suddendy ceased to exist. When the POWEr goes aut
fiere, B's ned & small, solated event. “This hapoens whefiewer

)
r

“YEAH, IN ARGENTINA,

there are parties,” our quide casually eo
could be out until tomarrow, Guess we can'l ca

We eventually gat inko our conda, which had no
for the naked matiresses and no kot running wat
was & rool, and slmost & week after leaving Mo
e ware at our destination,

T first couple deys in Lfa, the mountain was ¢
high winds and some snow. So instead of vent
Fourtain, W hung oul in the fesart parking ot
rail: & legit cheess grater on one side and palnty ¢
eiher. Only Colty's shis fell victim to the hazs
Frank sessloned the rall for howrs and we got a
Wi much repoicing and celebration in order
eled thousands of miles ta hit a rail in a parking lo
somathing, and |t was fun, The bdanket of uil
headed into town to eat a massive steak dinner (4
#ntire sevenperson crewl, played poker ail nigh
eheep (but delicious) besr:

The mauntain of Las Lefas is 8t up much
than anything in the States or Canada, it's
mostly of intermediate and bBeqginner shopes,
aspaghetti incident of iifts and suriace tows,
the money Btz Marte, Shetchy at best, this o
rised sbove gnariy chubes and spires and event
off at the top of it all. More terradn i Bccessible

IT'S OKAY TO RIDE

AROUND THE BUSY CITIES ON A MOPED WITH
YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY ON-BOARD, IT'S LEGAL
HAVE UNMARKED GAPING HOLES IN THE MIDD

OF THE SIDEWALK... BUT IT'S

ILLEGAL TO JU
OVER PILES OF ROCK ON THE

SKI HILL”
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Words l'.d Phatos: Matt Harvey

% OUT OF THE ROUGH
MIII INTO ARGENTINA

TIIIIEE SKIERS AND A GOLFER
' GET THEIR SHINE ON IN
. MENDOZA AND LAS LENAS.

“Man am | happy fo see you™ Colby West sald a3
M &1 the Buemos Abhes InEermational Alnport.
Caolby had Been off ihe plane for less tham 10 mingt

already nervous about being in the "big city” We ¢
bags and headed 1o the lobby, scannéng the unfamilla
oiar driver; @ man allegedly holding a sign reading

COLEY WEST
FRANK RAYMOND
MATT HARVEY

O sign was somewhere among the sea of white pa
hald absovie Suited hisdi Afber a minwste of searching, »
to tind a more Tamilias, Morth American, face: Frank. Ther
lying asleep on his mounds of ski gear in & colles ghop

| coulddn't find the sign, ar you quys, 8o 1 thaught f
eagier 0o juit go fo sleen” Frank explained, as be wiped !
freem his eyes.

Then oul al nowhare came ow' drives. Runsing ug wil
grin and the proper sign, he lound us. | guess we siood
ware thurmbs three stupid Gringos keoking for a way cul, He
i couple lines in Spanish, quickly realizing we couldn®
word of the languags, and comtinued by using hand ug
direct us to his white minlwe

Fiwe haurs later, we wore in Mendoza at the Damajein
- owr home sy from home, and the best pard of ihe |
Leflas was still anolier six hours sway by tkebehy van rids
sal by the pool, drank 51 Beers, beal the acals af poker 127
sald 51 badvs and gat our shine on, waiting for the fema
thae Sunice team bo arrive,

Argentina s a beautiful cowntry that enjoyed a strong, 7
Elats-led ecomomy thromgh the S0s. It pegoed ity peso
Amprican dollar and embaried an 8 prosperous path ol
liberalization, ceregulation and privabization Linlaftun
dependence on other counbries for debt Fnancing, as =
failures of the political nd scomamic systems, contributed
siow crumisle of the natien’s econaery fram 1998 undil ity oof
collapse in 200, &

T AEELFIHS TP W EEE Rl S

Frank reconds the first shot of
the trip: Nese press aver cheese
- ~=afEf SIang ang rocks,
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He’s back!

ARGENTINA
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or is he... sunice.com

sunice.

Check out the JFC Pro Moded at SIA Booth #0145 and NSIA Booth #541 SCIENCE_STYLE
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